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Case against 80-year-old priest delayed 4 months 


ERNST LAMQTHE ID. 

STAFF WHITER 

CATES — The prosecu¬ 
tion and defense in the 
case against the Rev. John J. 
Sieger, 80, will have tour 
months io come up with an 
out-of-court settlement. 
Steger a priest at St. Jude 
the Apostle Church in 
Gaits, faces four misde¬ 
meanor charges involving 


inappropriate louehing of a 

12-pnjr-old girt 

His case has been post¬ 
poned until July 2 $. 

Tm not pleased that ibe 
case is being adjourned out 
that long. Any time there is 
a lengthy adjournment, it 
affects other court cases" 
said Judge Peter Pupatcili. 
"1 hope both parlies eipe- 
dice the process." 


John Speranza, Sieger's 
attorney, said both sides 
are working to come to art 
agreement, especially with 
Steger's medical condition, 
which includes problems 
with his legs and h&nds. 

“[ can't tell you how 
promising the talks are go¬ 
ing to be," said Speranza. 
"Bui it's important to have 
added time to try to work 


Rev. John 
I. Stager 

Charged 
with inap¬ 
propriately 
touching 
12-year 
old girl. 

things out" 

Sieger, who was arrested 
in May 2004, has pleaded 


not guilty to two counts of 
second-degree sejtual 
abuse and two counts of 
endangering the welfare of 
a child based on incidents 
in late April and early May. 

FoEiee reportedly 
Learned of the allegations 
after the girl reported two 
incidents to her parents. 

If both sides can’t sente, 
the nest step will be a Hun¬ 


tley hearing, which is a 
New York state proceeding 
to determine if statements 
Steger made when being 
questioned by the Gates 
police will be admissible in 
court, 

Steger has been a pastor 
at Sc. Jude on Lye 11 Road 
since 1968, but now is on 
administrative leave, j 
EUMOfM *(tamocmtmigiwp^.snm 



Copyright ©2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


■At 't POWERED 6t 

News 













